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Saint-Just and Le Bas were not content to throw all respon-
sibility on the tribunal, they looked into everything with
their own eyes; and among other things issued orders that
the soldiers should always sleep dressed to be ready for sur-
prises, and that the officers should be obliged to live in tents
like their men, while they degraded an adjutant-general
named Perdieu to the ranks for leaving his post and going to
the theatre. But Saint-Just felt that more than punishment
was necessary to restore efficiency. The best disciplined army
in the world can do nothing without provisions and clothes. To
meet these requirements, Saint-Just requisitioned 10,000 pairs
of shoes and 2000 beds from Strasbourg, and on 10 Brumaire
(October 31) levied a contribution of nine millions of francs
from the rich men of the city. He also quashed the muni-
cipality of Strasbourg, except the mayor Monet, and the ad-
ministration of the department of the Bas-Rhin on 13 Brumaire
(November 3), and established revolutionary government, that
is, the Reign of Terror This energy was followed by a com-
bined forward movement of the armies of the Moselle and the
Rhine, signalized by victories won by Hoche on November 16,
and by Pichegru on November 18. Bitche, which had been
gallantly defended by Oudinot, a retired sergeant of the royal
army, who had been elected colonel of the third battalion of
volunteers of the Meuse, was relieved on 1 Frimaire (Novem-
ber 21), when Saint-Just returned to Paris for three days to
consult with his colleagues.

The history of the Reign of Terror in Alsace and Strasbourg
was purposely omitted in discussing the Terror in the pro-
vinces, because the situation was different there, and because
Saint-Just differed greatly from the ordinary proconsul, owing
to his position as a member of the Great Committee. The
peculiar circumstances of Strasbourg as a German-speaking
and Protestant town, the eagerness with which its possession
was coveted by the House of Austria, and the plot of the
&nigr& to gain a footing in it, have been already noted,1
and it need hardly be said that its attitude towards the Re-
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